
Saint Raphael’s Third Order Carmelite 

Introduction 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and Immaculate Heart of Mary we have heard and answered your 
call to enjoy a mature, prayerful, spiritual, and serviceable vocation.  This is a vocation of 
holiness that can’t be bought or earned.  One only needs to open ones heart and allow 
Jesus in, for he is holy then one is holy too.  “A pure heart create for me, O God (Ps 
51:12).”  Thank you for seeking and nourishing us through the Saint Raphael’s Third 
Order Carmelite (TOC).   

The Saint Raphael’s TOC is a community of Lay Carmelites who routinely read, pray, 
and live the Holy Scriptures.   The community provides the following support: 
encouragement, prayerful exercises, study formation, and community services.  There is 
the opportunity of involvement in diverse projects that service both the Parish and the El 
Paso areas.  And most of all, one is blessed with Godly friends who lead one to Jesus. 

History 
In April 1986, Ms. Lenore C. Butkiewicz a Saint Raphael parishioner responded to a Lay 
Carmelite pamphlet displayed in the back of the church.  A few days later, Mr. Gary 
Humble contacted her and invited her to the El Paso area Lay Carmelite Community 
which held alternating meetings at St. Joseph and Holy Trinity parishes.  Lenore 
completed her formation instruction and was received on October 1986 and professed on 
July 1988.  By 1995 a Lay Carmelite Community was established at St. Raphael Parish. 

Vocation 
We are professed in the Lay Carmelite Order of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Province of 
the Most Pure Heart of Mary, Darien, IL (http://carmelnet.org/toc/toc.htm).  The Lay 
Carmelites are more like Mary, the sister of Martha (Mt 10:38-42), who sat beside of 
Jesus at his feet listening to him speak.  After Martha complained that Mary was not 
helping her, Jesus acknowledges, “There is need of only one thing.  Mary has chosen the 
better part and it will not be taken from her.”  We promise to sit in the quiet peace of 
Jesus’ presence and listen.  We seek a relationship with God where one can recognize his 
presence and guidance in all our choices.  We follow the Rule of Saint Albert as applied 
to the Lay Carmelites and faithfully wear the Brown Scapular of our Lady of Mount 
Carmel as a reminder of God’s presence and the Blessed Virgin Mary leading us to Jesus 
for their protection.    

Contact 

Director Abel Blanco abelblanco@sbcglobal.ne
t

591-6096

Formation 
Director

Edna Garza msegarza@yahoo.com 227-2290
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Come and see who we are.  We meet once a month on the first Saturday after the 8:15am 
Mass at the Parish rectory.  Open your heart and let Jesus in!  You will know that God the 
Father loves you and has blessed you with Jesus’ presence and the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit.  For this you will praise God!
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